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Chelmsford Climate Action Team

Massachusetts House moves forward with bill to weaken 2030

climate goals

https://commonwealthbeacon.org/energy/house-moves-forward-with-bill-to-
weaken-2030-climate-goals/

A number of CCAT members have already sent letters in protest to their Mass
Representatives. Please read the sample letter below and

>>Please send your own letter to your State Representative demanding
that Massachusetts continue to support its climate goals and the very
successful Mass Save energy efficiency program in particular. There are
other ways to address increasing energy costs which were highlighted by last
winter’s colder temperatures.

>> Use this website to find your State Representative and precinct--.
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/WhereDolVoteMA/WhereDolVote
Don’t forget to add your name, address and Precinct to your letter!

Thank you for stepping up

CCAT Leaders

RE: Stand Strong NOW on Climate Goals and Mass Save Funding

We are proud of Chelmsford’s work towards Net Zero 2050 and our role as one
of the 19 inaugural Climate Leader Communities designated by Governor
Healey. And thanks to the work of you and others at the State House, we are
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appropriately ambitious climate goals. These climate goals motivate and guide

policy innovations at the state and local level and help grow our green

economy. You've funded Mass Save, a best-in-class energy efficiency

program that educates homeowners and incentivizes electrification, that

reduces everyone’s energy bills by reducing our energy usage, and that

focuses especially on those least able to afford their energy bills.

This work is even more important now that those at the Federal level have
launched their war on clean energy. And so we were shocked to read last week
in Commonwealth Beacon that TUE Chair Cusack is considering a plan to

ease the Massachusetts 2030 climate targets and to cut the Mass Save budget
by $500 million for a second time.

Weakening our climate goals five years early sends a message to clean energy
innovators that they can’t count on us and that clean energy can’t be profitable
in Massachusetts. Weakening our climate goals undermines the work in
communities across Massachusetts and portends a domino effect of weakened
local goals. Weakening our climate goals grants the state permission to admit
defeat and attempt a strategy that really is doomed to fail — funding the
expansion of the electrical grid and the gas pipeline infrastructure at the same
time. We can only afford one path and we’ve picked it. Clean energy is our
future. Now is the time to move with speed and determination to expand solar,
storage, networked geothermal and energy efficiency.

Thanks in part to last year’s unseasonably cold winter and to the rising
methane gas prices that fueled high utility bills, Chair Cusack also plans to
propose an especially short-sighted measure — reducing the Mass Save budget
by another $500 million. The Mass Save program is critical to Chelmsford’s
achievement of NetZero by 2050 and can help achieve municipal climate goals
throughout the state. Sixty percent of Chelmsford’s carbon emissions come
from buildings. To reduce those emissions, Chelmsford has joined 57 other
municipalities and community-based organizations to partner with Mass Save
through the Community First Partnership (CFP) program. With that funding, we
hired an Energy Advocate jointly with the Town of Billerica, which allows us to
share our knowledge with and learn from our neighbor. Through participation in
the statewide CFP program, our Energy Advocate communicates about best
practices with the many other Massachusetts communities working towards NZ
2050. He then uses that knowledge to help Chelmsford residents reduce their
energy usage and decarbonize. This is the neighborhood-level work of climate
change mitigation that Mass Save enables, creating building blocks needed to
meet Massachusetts climate goals.


https://click.everyaction.com/k/118930788/581360324/-1456829754?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9NT0YvTU9GLzEvMTEwMzAyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjQyOTdjNTRkLWUwYmMtZjAxMS04MTk0LTAwMjI0ODIzZmY5YiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiamFuZW5vZWxsZW1vc2llckBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=LDZBh1Wi27YuAP1vSQarXkziW5m-EKkUVW6vo0uRwC8=&emci=c3e4f655-d9bc-f011-8194-00224823ff9b&emdi=4297c54d-e0bc-f011-8194-00224823ff9b&ceid=2942433
http://eepurl.com/hBct6D
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=6c688c800e84ceedf21256c68&id=1c02024609
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=6c688c800e84ceedf21256c68&id=1c02024609
javascript:;

Subscribe

Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS
Mass Save funding through securitization a “gimmick.” It's not. Securitization

would address Cusack’s goal of saving rate-payers money with low-risk, low-

interest rate bonds instead of requiring rate payers to cover high utility interest

rates. This mechanism is already used by more than half of US states -- red,

blue and purple, for major investments in energy-related expenses from

conservation to power plant retirement to infrastructure improvement.

We are less than a year into this administration’s war on clean energy.
Weakening our climate goals now only emboldens them to put further barriers
in our way. This is not the time to back down. It's the time to double down,
especially considering the very hopeful results from last week’s elections. We
need your help to continue our work.

Please advocate to House leadership and your colleagues to support
Massachusetts’ commitment to climate goals, to continue support for Mass
Save, and to make needed improvements to Mass Save funding. Tell Chair
Cusack that instead of weakening Governor Healey’s energy bill,
Massachusetts needs energy legislation that continues progress on urgently
needed climate change mitigation work. Thank you for your continued
leadership and support.

Sincerely,
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